lowa Commission of Veterans Affairs 2023
Legislative Initiatives

In order to continue the programs that support lowa veterans and their families, we support the
protection of the financial integrity of the following agencies and programs:

lowa Veterans Home Injured Veteran Grant Program
Military Home Ownership Program lowa Department of Veterans Affairs
lowa Veterans Trust Fund lowa Veterans Cemetery

County Allocation Funds Veterans License Fee Fund

TOP PRIORITIES
. Align ‘Veteran’ Definition: We fully support changes to the lowa Code definition of a

“Veteran” to match the Federal Code definition, and we support the Veteran Modernization Act
to improve and update lowa Code sections 35 through 35B.

. Property Tax Relief: We fully support ugrades to the Military Property Tax Exemption
Program and other exemptions for our veterans and military community.

. Update the lowa Veterans Trust Fund: We fully support increasing the annual deposit of Lottery
funds to the lowa Veterans Trust Fund spendable account to $800,000.00, to achieve the
intended 2012 purpose, and meet veteran needs in the 2023 economy.

. Enable the lowan-American Dream They Protect: We fully support access to home and
property ownership for veterans and military members by increasing funding for the Military
Home Ownership Assistance Program to meet demand.

AWARENESS ISSUES:

A) We support lowa state sales tax exemption on the purchase of wheelchair accessible vehicles
for veterans’ vehicles modified by the VA.

B) We support any legislation pertaining to Mental Health for our veterans, their families and all
lowans suffering from these diverse life-taking conditions.

C) We support the Green Alert Act H.R.2797 — Establishing a ‘green alert advisory’ which would be
activated when a Veteran with a history of mental health issues goes missing.

D) We support the use of the lowa Veterans Trust Fund and the Veteran’s license fee fund to the
greatest degree possible to assist Veterans programs throughout the state.

E) We support adoption of the Sgt. Brandon Lay “Green Alert” Bill to help prevent veteran suicide
by augmenting existing “Amber Alert” capabilities.




lowa Commission on Veterans Affairs Representatives

Elizabeth Ledvina, Chair, eledvina@tamacounty.org

Darlene McMartin, 1st Vice-Chair, Public Member at Large, macmp75@gmail.com

Gary Wattnem, 2nd Vice-Chair, Reserve Officers Association, gwatthem@gmail.com

Lt. Col. George Mosby, lowa National Guard, Director of Warrior & Family Services, Email:

George.t.mosby.mil@mail.mil

Orene Cressler, lowa Association of County Commissioners and Veterans Service Officers,

ocresslerpocahontasvaga@ncn.net

Steven Hyde, Military Order of the Purple Heart, steven.hyde47@gmail.com

Kenneth Lloyd, Paralyzed Veterans of America, Ken2000L@heartofiowa.net

Mary Van Horn, American Veterans, nid8ryan@msn.com

Carol Whitmore, Veterans of Foreign Wars, whitmorebc@aol.com

Gregory Paulline, Vietnam Veterans of America, ghpaulline@gmail.com

You can find your legislator at: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislators

Senate Veterans Affairs Committee:

e Jeff Reichman (R, District 50), Chair;
jeff.reichman@legis.iowa.gov 319.520.8157

Sandy Salmon (R, District 29), Vice Chair;
sandy.salmon@legis.iowa.gov; 319.230.3581

Bill Dotzler (D, District 310), Ranking
Member; bill.dotzler@leqgis.iowa.gov;
319.240.5594

Kevin Alons (R, District 7)

Mark Costello (R, District 8)

Dan Dawson (R, District 10)

Jeff Edler (R, District 36)

Mark Lofgren (R, District 48)
Charlie McClintock, (R, District 42)
Liz Bennett (D, District 39)

Janice Weiner (D, District 45)
Cindy Winckler (D, District 49)

House Veterans Affairs Committee:

Chad Ingels (R, District 68), Chair;
chad.ingels@Ieqis.iowa.qov; 566.920.5899

Matthew Rinker (R, District 99), Vice Chair;
mrinker.burl@gmail.com; 319.750.5156

Josh Turek (D, District 71), Ranking Member;
turek4iowa@agmail.com; 531.239.1231

Eddie Andrews (R, District 43)
Ken Carlson (R, District 13)
Cindy Golding (R, District 83)
Martin Graber (R, District 100)
Stan Gustafson (R, District 25)
Heather Hora (R, District 92)
Tom Jeneary (R, District 3)
Mike Sexton (R, District 7)

Timi Brown (D, District 61)

Sue Cabhill (D, District 52)

Ruth Ann Gaines (D, District 33)
Charles Isenhart (D, District 71)
Elinor Levin (D, District 89)
Ross Wilburn (D, District 50)
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